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commeth Jesus with them 

ca place called Gethsemane. 
saith unto the disciples, Sit 
e, while I go and pray yon- 


Matthew 26:36, Mark 14:32 
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HIMALAYAN TEST 310 
James H. Jauncey By James H. Jauncey 
Be Dee 313 BOUT thirty years ago the Sadhu 


C. Irving Benson Sundar Singh, in one of the attempts 


QUICKEN ME 314 he made to take the gospel to that for- 

Paul V. Leyda bidden land, was making a journey over 

a high Himalayan pass into Tibet. He 

SACRED HERITAGE 316 was called the “Sadhu” or “holy man” 

Edward D. Gates because he chose the dress and life of 

the Hindu holy men of India as a con- 

CHURCH METHODS 317 venient way of witnessing for Christ, 
Multiply Our Ministry hisiSavion! 


Communion Service 
Easter Worship Service 
Children’s Good Friday Service 


As usual, he had joined company with 
another traveler, for he never wasted 


Be Freadly an opportunity to share his message. q 
National Recreation Society This time it was a Hindu trader. 
Helpful Books “Fhis teaching of your Christ doesn’t ’ 


make sense,” the merchant was saying. 
“You really mean to-say that He de- 
mands of you Christians that you be 


SERMONS 321 willing to surrender everything to Him?” 
Heaven “Yes,” said the Sadhu. “I did that 
Glarence E. Macartney long ago when I accepted Him as Savior, } 
yet no one in all India is happier than I.” . 


Inescapable Christ ; : : as 
Harry A. G. Abbe Their conversation was interrupted by 


a sudden change in weather, not unusual 
at that altitude. Soon they were strug- 
gling for their lives against a blizzard. 
The wind and sleet chilled them to the 
ILLUSTRATIONS 330 bone. A-few hundred yards ahead, they 
BOOK REVIEWS 339 knew there was a cave often used as a 
traveler’s. refuge. If only they could 


We Can’t Get by Without These 
Robert E. Goodrich, Jr. 


TOPICAL INDEX 333 reach it, everything would be all right. 
BUYER’S GUIDE 334 Suddenly they were stopped by a heap 
—~ of snow in their path. They were about 
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Two Hundred Forty-one Years 


» clamber over it when they heard a groan, 
mickly they pushed away the snow. Un- 
erneath was the limp body of an uncon- 
cious man. 

“1 think I know what’s going through 
our mind,’’ said the trader. ‘‘You think 
iat as a Christian you should help this 
an. But you can’t. It would cost you your 
i?” 

“7 know,”’ said the Sadhu. ‘‘But the 
ord Jesus wouldn’t leave him here, and 
2ither will I.”’ 

*4t’s your life,” the trader said, shrug- 
ng his shoulders, “But I only have one 
fe to live, and |’m going to save it.” 
With that he headed up the pass into 
e blizzard. 

Sadly Sundar Singh knelt in the snow, 
— himself to God, hoisted the 

on his back and began to stumble 

s way forward. He expected that soon 
as waning strength would give 


tead the extra responsibility seemed 
give him new strength, and the exer- 
brought new warmth to his body. Then 
his great relief, the unconscious man 
ed, 
e Sadhu stopped and massaged his 
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limbs. Soon the man was able to walk at 
his side with some support from the Sad- 
hu. After a couple of hundred yards the 
blizzard broke revealing that they were 
almost at the cave. 

But not more than fifty feet away was 
another heap of snow. Underneath was 
the body of the Hindu trader, frozen to 
death. 

The Sadhu sighed. . 

“‘There is the man who Said he had 
only one life to save,’? he whispered 
sadly. 


Of all the enemies to public liberty, 
war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded, 
because it comprises and develops the 
germ of every other. War is the parent of 
armies; from these proceed debts and tax- 
es; and armies, and debts, and taxes are 
the known instruments for bringing the 
many under the domination of the few. 


James Madison. 
Use the advice you give to others, and 


you will find your friends growing in num- 
bers, and in devotion. 
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The Teacher and 
Young Teens 
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By Louise B. Griffiths. A leader- 
ship training text for teachers who 
seek to understand the youth 12-14 
and plan their religious education. 
A discussion of materials, equip- 
ment and resources for the depart- 
ment leader and teachers as well as 
new and established methods of teach- 


ing these young people. By a top au- 


thority in the junior field. Spiral @ 
bound. $1.75 $ 
be 

At all bookstores ; B 
or 3 

oe 

THE BETHANY PRESS Re 
Beaumont and Pine Blvd. o! 

Box 179, St. Louis 3. Mo. NTN 


It is not your ability but rather your avail- 
ability that really counts in the sight of God. 


WORTH REPEATING 
There’s only one corner of the universe 
you can be certain of improving, and that 
is your own self. So you have to begin 
there, not outside, not on other people! 
Aldous Huxley 
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THE PRACTICE OF PRAYER 

If you are in doubt about the meaning 
prayer in the life of a Christian believ 
a hand-book of 29-pages on ‘‘The Practi 
of Prayer’, may be ordered from Concord 
Publishing House, 3558 So. Jefferson Ay 
St. Louis 18, Mo., price 25 ¢. 
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C. IRVING BENSON 


HE load of tomorrow added to that of 
yesterday, carried today, makes the 
| strongest falter. 

fhen Dr. James Chalmers-the ‘“‘Greatheart’’ 
ff New Guinea-went back to his native In- 
eeraray in Scotland, he received from his 
swnsmen the freedom of the burgh. 

In acknowledging the honor, the great 
jioneer missionary, who was later to be 
iilled by Papuan natives, stated what had 
llways been the animating principle of his 
ife: “‘I have never been able to look far 
head, but I have tried every day to do 
-very days work as well as ever | could.”’ 
And that, I am persuaded, is the way to 
jive,- simply, sincerely and serenely. 
We must learn to see our work as our 
-thance to share in the work by which the 
world’s life is carried on. It would be a 
short cut to the millennium if every one of 
s regarded his task as his best contribu- 
‘ion to society. 
_~Some tasks in modern industry are me- 
shanical and monotonous but even they 
san be redeemed by the spirit in which they 
are performed. 

Do the day’s work. Begin the day well. 
Some people are regular only in their irreg- 
wlarity. They have reduced the system of 
being unsystematic to a science - like a 
famous Duke of Newcastle whose biographer 
said, ‘‘His Grace loses an hour every morn- 
ing, and spends the rest of the day in look- 
ing for it.’’ 

Those who loiter by the way are apt to in- 

lulge in the delusion that the work of the 
lay can be crowded into the evening hours. 
Let us do the day’s work well, for our 
iealth of mind depends on the way we do 
hings. 
To do things readily and with despatch 
s good, but haste can be a demon driving 
is like slaves and tormenting our minds. 
The morning Quiet Time enables us to 
felbourne Herald, Melbourne, Australia 
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IVE A DAY 
Al — A. Tae 


plan our day with God’s help, to write down 
what we have to do - to face it serenely. 

We can sit down and contemplate all that 
we have to do until we are frightened into 
doing nothing, 

Look into the faces of men and women you 
see in the streets. Look into your own mind 
and heart, and what do you find? Often 
there is tension, the result of trying to live 
out life in one whole span: forgetting God’s 
grace and wisdom in giving us a day at a 
time. 

“Anyone can carry his burden, however 
hard, until nightfall,’’ wrote Robert Louis 
Stevenson. “‘Anyone can do his work, how- 
ever hard, for one day. Anyone can live 
sweetly, patiently, lovingly, purely, till 
the sun goes down. And this is all that life 
really means.”’ 

Jesus was always trying to impress this 
truth upon the minds of his hearers. He 
sought to persuade men to trust the coming 
days to God, and to live worthily and nobly 
today. The only way to keep life livable is 
to take it in daily installments, 

Worry comes from the bad habit of import- 
ing into today the burdens and tasks that be- 
long to tomorrow. 

We see stretching ahead things to be done, 
troubles to be met, emergencies to be faced, 
till the mind staggers under the burden and 
becomes unfitted to cope with the duty of 
the present. 

We must, of course, plan for the future, But 
it is another matter when we let the whole 
situation, which may or may not meet us to- 
morrow, invade our mind today. 

God is there in the unknown TOMORROW, 
and He will be at work for us. Many of us 
have the bad habit of trying to play the part 
of PROVIDENCE in our own lives. 

St. Augustine gave sound advice when he 
said: ‘“Irust the past to the mercy of God, 
the present to His love -- the future to His 


Providence.”’ 
—— 
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QUICKEN 


N this day of speed and activity, few 

might be praying to be ‘“‘quickened’’, 

Good activity has its value, but mere 
restless change is not enough, According 
to a story, a film actress went to see a doc- 
tor, and he said she was run down and need- 
ed a change. Her reply went like this: ‘‘Do 
you know that during the last 18-months,|I’ve 
had three husbands, four cars, three jewel 
robberies, eleven cooks, two divorces, and 
seven landlords? What other change can 
you suggest?” Though I refer to such a 
story, | am deeply serious as I speak these 
two words: Quicken me. 

Today as never before we need to take 
some standard of values higher than our- 
selves. This is one good reason for being 
in church as we seek to worship. “In deep- 
er reverence, praise.” Today is a day for 
Thanksgiving to God. 

As we may seek for more “‘life’’ from 
God, there is no real contrast or contradic- 
tion if we also sense ‘“‘the silence of eter- 
nity interpreted by love,---take from our 
souls the strain and stress, breathe through 
the heats of our desire Thy coolness and 
Thy balm.’? We may well continue to pray, 
as it were, “‘Speak through the earthquake,- 
wind and fire, O still small voice of calm.’’ 
How close are sound and silence when we 
read that planes reaching up well over the 
600 mile per hour speed may still possess 
silence enough to permit one to hear the 
ticking of a watch in the cockpit. 

Have we really learned to Love God? 
Have we been hungering and thirsting after 
Him? To have true Thanksgiving we must 
possess Christ. For this we must care 
enough. As Americans how can we show our 
appreciation for the inheritance that is ours? 
As Christians how can we give thanks for 
our spiritual inheritance? In view of God’s 
love and of His. gift to us is there room for 
any bitter thought? If we have such, we are 
indeed in dire need, If we have sorrow we 
can place it on the altar and exchange it for 
fellowship, joy, and love. If we have pain, 
we must place it in God’s hands and take 
His comfort in fellowship, 

As we seek new life in Christ, we come 
more and more clearly to the realization 


Pee S 5 oe Es Ser Ee VS es eS 
The Methodist Church, little Valley, New York 
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ME 


PAUL V. LEYDA 


that mere church membership is not enougl 
for no church is good enough. If this chur 
is not as good as it needs to be there is 
mutual job ahead, To clear our thinking, co 
sider Russia for a moment-the people 
such have little voice and no choice in thé 
government, but not so in this country-1 
there are faults in our government the f 
sponsibility must rest clearly on the people 
The same thing is true of the church, iti 
our own personal responsibility. We must b 
stewards of God’s gift. And how are we de 
ing? Now that it’s all over, what did I d 


yesterday, that’s worth mentioning? . 

What is cur aim, our goal, our purpose 
Dare we see deep into the preacher’s ‘‘call 
or the business man’s ambition? Does ot 
dedication match our challenge? We ar 
ealled to unselfish greatness, strong chara 
ter, and courage, sincerity, and integrity - 
there is no room for complacence. Few ha 
learned to pray for work, but we need t 
pray “‘Help me to labor earnestly.’? Som 
one said, ‘‘What one says on his knees i 
less important than what he DOES whenlk 
rises, ”’ | 

We are inclined to think that we woul 
not today speak as did the psalmist of ole 
He said, “Hear my prayer, O Lord, he 
me speedily...’” This shocks us. We say 
that was an old idea to be so bossy wit 
God, forgetting that we still are insist 7 
in our prayers to Him. How many —_ 
have you heard of that pray, ‘‘Give me,| 
God’? and then are peeved if God say 
“‘Wait’’, or ‘‘No’?? Keep me, my God, fr 
stain of sin, just for today--, 

We forget the importance of little thin. 
if we are not ready to pray ‘‘Let me be ki 
in word and deed-’’ There are countl 
people seeking to gain a good personal 
- they want to be liked, to have friends, 
be loved and respected but forget the kin 
and thoughtful thing right now. » o. 


“‘Let me no wrong or idle word un- 

thinking say, 

Set Thou a seal upon my lips --- 

through all today.’’ 

Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enem 
-+» The psalmist sought protection f 
enemies round about, but may we in a 1 
ment of deep insight pray, ‘‘Deliver me 
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pod, from myself-.’? Truly we are our own 
porst enemies, Deliver me from my past 
iccord of failure, mistakes, sin and weak- 
}ess. God can give us a clean page to start 
yer, but remember if the Devil got your 
umber once-he’ll be back. If every man 
as his price, if everyone of us has a break- 
ig point, remember that if the Devil gets 
urough our defences once, he may not up 
jue bid by much the next time he comes, 
| We are often told to Judge not - and a 
reat number of people seem to rest con- 
ent to let a merciful God judge them on 
ue last day, if He just won’t bother them 
COW. 

““Forgive our foolish ways 

Reclothe us in our rightful minds-”’ 


Just how do we expect to keep right and 
ne at our present pace, in our present 
lirection? Who is to judge right and wrong? 
ire we not to learn to face the honest facts 
d the straight truth? Would we set our 
lfish wills aside? 
Over and over, we must pray, ‘“Teach me 
>» DO Thy will.’? What are the fundamen- 
als? Are we ‘“‘teachable?’’? Many teachers 
sport that the youth in school sits back, 
d seems to say “I dare you to teach me 
ything!’’ But youth is not alone. 
A school boy was making a speech about 
ae national debt: “‘It is too bad that future 
nerations cannot be here at this time,’ 
said, “‘to see the magnificent things we 
e doing with their money.” magnificent 
While we are on that topics, might we do 
rell to wish that future generations of - 
‘hristians might look in on our activities 
see what wonderful things we would do 
r the Master. Christianity, democracy, 
nd education have a lot in common, in - 
*s much as each is made up of a lot of 
self-tests. A woman once saidtome, ‘“‘I 
vuppose I have failed my daughter....”’ 
deed she had, and [| think she knew it. 
t is an old saying, oft repeated, ‘“Why didn’t 
omeone tell me these things?’’ But let us 
cot kid ourselves with that sentence - there 
sn’t a person in the room that does not 
mow right from wrong. Let no youth blame 
sarents for his own willfulness, but at the 
same time let no parent try to dodge his 
thare in the responsibility. a 
“Let me be faithful... Father, today. 
And again “In simple trust like theirs 
who heard, Beside the Syrian sea, «. Let 
: i d follow Thee. 
as, like them, .. rise up an ae 
_ To repeat our prayer, ‘“Teach us, O Lor 
leads us to set up a scale of values against 
hich we can test ourselves.” Christian- 
ity is largely a matter of having the right 
Ilergies toward what is evil and the right 
legiances toward the good.’’ Again, some- 
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one has said that character must teach one 
to desire TO BE and NOT merely TO HAVE 
Or take this one, ‘‘Good character is that 
quality which makes one dependable whether 
being watched or not.”” 

The story is told of an old Indian who 
bought some things from a store. Back in 
his wigwam, when he opened the bundles, 
he found money inside one of them. Early 
the next morning he returned the money, 

“Why didn’t you keep it?” asked the 
storekeeper. 

“‘There are two voices inside of me,”’ 
replied the Indian. ‘‘One said, ‘Keep it, 
you found it, and the man will never know.’ 
The other said, ‘Take it back. It is not 
yours’,’’ 

‘‘The two voices inside of me talked 
all night. Now the voices will stop talk- 
ing and tonight I shall sleep.’’ 

Finally, we repeat the words of our text 
-- Quicken me, O Lord, for Thy Name’s 
sake... What does it mean? To me, it 
means that we are all in this life situation 
together - preacher, board members, teach- 
ers, parents.When we say ‘‘Quicken me, O 
Lord, for Thy Name’s sake...’’ we are in 
reality praying a rather shocking, urgent, 
dangerous petition - FOR GOD’S’ SAKE, 
LET US WAKE UP. 

May this be our spiritual prayer from our 
innermost hearts. 


Text: Read Psalm 119:25, 37,40,88, 107, 149, 
and 154, 
Responsive Reading: Selections from Psalm 
143 (Methodist Hymnal, P.579, 14th Sun- 
day, second reading, Yearning for God.) 


METHODISTS GAVE $25,000,000 
FOR HOME and OVERSEAS MISSIONS 


The Methodist Church in 1957 both re- 
ceived and paid our more money for mis- 
sion work at home and overseas than in 
any previous year, according to a report 
from Buck Balls, Pennsylvania. 

About 600 persons there for the annual 
meeting of the Board of Missions of the 
Methodist Church were told that the Board 
and its three administrative divisions 
had arecord income of $25,779,279 for 
the fiscal year ending May 31, 1957. 

Within that year, the Board and divi- 
sions disbursed a record total of $25, 
206, 494. 


Shall I tell you what sustained me in my 
exiled life among strangers whese language 
I could not understand? It was this. . ‘Lo 
I am with you always, even unto the end of 


9 99 
the world’. --David Livingstone 
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OUR SACRED 


REV. EDWARD D. GATES, PH. D. 


HERITAGE 


| OW many of us realize that America is 

the first nation in the history of man- 

kind that was founded on the premise 
that men are endowed by God with the rights 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness 
and that the function of government is to be- 
LIMITED to the PROTECTION of those 
RIGHTS! 


PERSONAL LIBERTY 


It is important for us to realize that oper- 
ating on this principle onthe belief that gov- 
ernment is instituted solely to secure these 
God-given rights to men, we, the citizens 
of this American Republic, have benefited 
more economically and materially, and I dare 
say spiritually, than any other country at any 
time in history, including our own day. The 
ideal of personal liberty which has found its 
best expression in the American system of 
free private enterprise has brought us here 
the greatest measure of that which men have 
always dreamed of as the ‘‘abundant life.’’ 

Here in the United States of America more 
young people go to high school and college, 
than in all the rest of the world combined; 
there are here, within the confines of the 48 
‘states of the U.S.A., more schools, more libra 
ries, more hospitals, more churches, than 
there are in all the other nations of the world 
put together! 

Sometimes you hear it said that this abun- 
dant life which we in America enjoy is sim- 
ply because our country has been blessed 
with more natural resources than any other 
region. But that is not so. Measured interms 
of natural resources other nations are as 
rich as ours, including Russia and China, 
and perhaps India, And there you have it; 
if unlimited government, if the ideal that 
the state and not man is supreme, if some 
other doctrine than the Christian concept 
of man as a free being endowed by God with 
life and liberty and the right to pursue hap- 
piness, is right and true, then other peoples, 
not Americans should be enjoying the bless- 
ings that are America! 

But it was not that they might have more 
of the material goods of this world that our 
forefathers risked their lives, their fortunes 


PAGE 316 


and their sacred honor. But it was for the 
principle that men “‘of Right ought to be™ 
free and regarded as equal before the moral 
law. This is essentially a religious princi 
ple. This American creed is a moral one, 
based squarely on the Ten Commandments 
and the Teachings of Jesus. That we do 
have more material wealth in the United 
States thanjn any other nation in the world 
is simply the consequence of the ideal-- 
not simply the benefits that we derive from 
it, that is the genius of America. 

Why is it wrong to suppose that this prin- 
ciple and this ideal will not work in other 
regions of the world, if it has worked here} 
Why must we assume that individual liberty 
and its corollary, private enterprise, might 
be acceptable for America but that othe! 
nations must operate under some form of 
socialism or communism? Indeed, it is one 
of the strange ironies of modern politics tha 
we, the richest nation in the world which 
came by its riches under acapitalistic form 
of economy, should be supporting struggling 
socialistic governments in other parts of the 
world; that they should look to us for their 
welfare while at the same time deride oun 
system as obsolete, faltering and out of date 

Let us understand anew that it is we, 
Americans, who are the great revolution= 
aries in history. As Erwin Canham so elo- 
quently and truly says: ‘‘We of the Western 


World, but particularly we in the United 
States are the great revolutionaries in 
world history and our revolution is basic-— 
ally a spiritial one, one which we have 
already proved in action. We stand in 
human history as the greatest revolution- 
aries of all time. We are the guardians 
of a sacred and dynamic heritage.” Sure- 
ly the Communist with all his violence. 
and his ruthless disregard of the individ- 
ual as a sovereign being is presenting - 
nothing new on the pages of time. Why, 
of all the human beings who havé eve 
trod this earth only 3-percent have been» 
free- free in the sense that you and | con- 
sider as being free. Indeed, we are “‘the 
guardians of a sacred and dynamic HER: 
ITAGE!”’ 


--From ““CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS”, 
February 4, 1958, Vol. X,No.IIl. 
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CHURCH AT WORK 
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A Call for Minutemen 
Let’s Multiply Our Ministry 


Rightly or wrongly, it is a generally accepted rule of thumb that there 
is an inverse ratio between a congregation’s numerical growth and its over- 
all efficiency. It is not unusual for a small congregation to have an average 
church attendance exceeding its communicant strength. However, a large con- 
gregation may consider itself quite fortunate when its average church atten- 
dance is forty or fifty per cent of its communicant strength. The same exper- 
ience obtains in fiscal stewardship. A small congregation usually raises much 
more money per capita than a larger congregation. Again, it is not unusual for 
a smaller congregation to have a large number of willing workers volunteer 
for the innumerable jobs that need to be done in every local church. A larger 
congregation, such as ours, on the other hand, has great difficulty getting even 
a dozen men to come out for Christmas decorating or some similar project. 

Why should these discouraging experiences be so general? — Does this 
pattern of inverse ratios demonstrate the validity of some inexorable law of 
diminishing returns? Or, — can we put our finger on some particular condition 
which, if corrected conceivably could alter the pattern radically? 

As we ask these questions, one problem, in particular, comes to mind — 
the problem of adequate communication in a large congregation. The time a 
pastor can give to the private care of souls and to home visitation is extremely 
Jimited. As a result people often feel that the church and its pastor are not 
interested in them personally. They do not generally know what is going on in 
the church, what the problems and the needs of the church are. Outside of 
attending public worship they have had no contact with the church. Consequently, 
they have but little information and can hardly be expected to have very much 
inspiration. 

This writer believes that the above conditions are not necessarily inevitable. 
There is something we can and must do. We must improve our communication 
between the church and its individual members. This cannot be done unless we 
learn to multiply the ministry by using effectively the tremendous, dormant, 
potential of our laity. — This, under God, we propose to do. We are calling for 
one hundred sixty Redeemerites who are genuinely concerned about the welfare 
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of their church-concerned to the point 
where they are willing to do something 
about ite These one hundred sixty relia- 
ble and accountable volunteers, both men 
and women will be adequately trained, 
then commissioned periodically to visit 
Redeemer’s membership for the purpose 
of improving over-all liaison, disseminat- 
ing information, encouraging church at- 
tendance, discussing congregational plans, 
programs, etc. In short, they will serve 
as an extension of the local ministry. 
Such a program, if conscientiously and 
carefully planned, and if prayerfully car- 
ried out, will assuredly lift the over-all 
efficiency of our church and make of it a 
far more effective witness in the world 
and our community. 

We invite you to volunteer of your time 
to help with this REAL CHURCH WORK. 
May we ask you to call the church office 
and to state your willingness thus to serve 
Christ. The first three training sessions 
for these ‘‘Minutemen’’ will be held, D.V., 
on... (three evening meetings, a week a- 
part, from January 31 to February 12.) 
May God give us these much-needed work- 
ers that His Will may be done by us and 
His Kingdom may come to us. 


--R. W. Langhans, Pastor, Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul. 


The Upper Room 
A Communion Service 


“It had been our custom for some time,” 
writes the Rev. Gordon W. Mattice, Westmin- 
ster Church, Rochester, N. Y., ‘‘to have a Palm 
Sunday Communion Service for our young peo- 
ple, and then we decided to plan the service in 
a different manner.” 

He coritinues: ‘“We decided to observe the 
occasion as the hour of institution in the Upper 
Room. The group decided on meeting in a 
room decorated with palms and the central 
point of interest was an illuminated picture of 
the Last Supper. This part of the service was 
the Preparatory Service. A short meditation 
based on the picture was given, the various ele- 
ments being pointed out. | 

“Then the group entered the Upper Room. 
The tables were arranged in the form of a 
cross, covered with white cloths, with candles 
for illumination. As the group entered, they 
took seats around the table. Familiar hymns of 
the Cross were played on the violin and piano. 
Each communicant served himself. Pitchers 
of wine were on the tables, as well as un- 
leavened bread. (This may be secured from a 
Jewish grocery.) The only words spoken were 
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those of Scripture, as outlined in the formal 
program. At the conclusion, the first verse of 
‘O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee. . . .’ was 
sung, and the benediction pronounced. The 
group left the Upper Room silently. 

“This was one of the most impressive ser- 
vices our young people attended. Many spoke 
of it later, saying that it made the communion 
service much richer for them, giving it greater 
significance to them. 

Here follows the actual service of prepara- 
tion, as given in the formal bulletin, printed 
for the occasion: 


: The Service of Preparation 

The Prelude 

Hymn: “My faith looks up to Thee” 
(printed on back page) 

Prayer 

The Direction of Thought (Meditation based 
on picture of Last Supper) 

Silent prayer, during which time we shall 
ask that HE has prepared our hearts and 
minds for the Sacrament. 

To the Upper Room (Group goes silently 
from first room to Upper Room) 

The Communion of which we are about to 
partake is kept as simple as possible—as 
simple as the First Supper. 

In order that this may mean as much to you 
as it meant. to those who first partook of it, 
you will approach it as they did, silently, 
prayerfully, thoughtfully, and reverently. 


The Procedure : 
1. This will be a silent service, the only 
words being spoken being those of Scripture. 
(Printed on page two of the formal bulletin, 
and reproduced below) _ 7 
2. The Large Chair is symbolic of the Pres- 
ence of the Host. i 
3. You will serve yourself as the Bread and 
Wine are passed to you by your neighbor guest. 
4. The conclusion of the service will be the 
singing of the first stanza of “O Master, 
Me Walk With Thee.” We shall sing 
without musical accompaniment and withou 
the printed words. Guests will furnish them 
selves with the words during the service o 
preparation. You will then remain in sil 
prayer, until dismissed, when guests will lea 
the room silently. 
Words from the Scriptures 
“And the first day of unleavened bread, . . 
his disciples said unto him, where wilt th 
that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat? 
“And he sendeth forth two of his discipl 
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ind saith unto them, Go ye into the city . . . to 
large upper room furnished and prepared... 
here make ready for us. 
“And his disciples went forth, and made 
jeeady. And... he cometh with the twelve. 
“And, . . . Jesus took bread, and blessed, 
jond brake it and gave to them, he said, Take. 
ysat:. this is my body. 
“And he took the cup, and when he had 
}iiven thanks, he gave it to them: and they all 
rank of it. 

“And he said unto them, This is my blood 
tf the new testament, which is shed for many. 


| “And when they had sung an hymn, they 
vent out into the mount of Olives.” 


“hildren’s Good Friday Service 
(This Good Friday service was planned by 


We Pastor and staff of the Sunday School of 
7estminster Presbyterian Church, Rochester, 


: “I think when I read that 
sweet.story of old...” (Printed in full in 
}ne program.) 

mvocation and Lord’s Prayer 


“Open Mine Eyes That I May See’ 

n Interpretation of ““The Saviour’s Seven Last 

Words” 

1. Forgiveness— Father, forgive them.” 
Duet—"If I have Wounded Any Souls 


~ Today.” 
(2. Thoughtfulness —‘With Me in Para- 
dise.”” 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With 
chee.” 


3. Love of Parents—''Behold Thy Son.” 
Duet—"There is Beauty All Around.” 

4. Need for God—'‘My God, My God...” 

_ Hymn—‘I Need Thee Every Hour.” 

. Thirst for God—‘I Thirst.” 

Poem—"I Heard the Voice of Jesus.” 

Thoroughness—-“It is Finished.” 

Hymn—"O Zion, haste . . .” 

. Trust in God—“Into Thy Hands.” 

Hymn—"I Would be True...” 


ans 
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Easter Sunday Morning 


Worship Service 
“Now is Christ risen from the dead and be- 
come the first fruits of them that slept.” 
“Let all things seen and unseen 
Their notes of gladness blend, 
For Christ the Lord that risen, 
Our joy that hath no end.” 
Organ Meditation— 
a. “My Heart Ever Faithful’’—Bach 
b. ‘He Shall Feed His Flock’’—Handel 
c. “Mt. Rubideaux’’—Gaul 
The Call to Worship 
Choral Introit—-"‘God So Loved the World’ — 
Eville 
Processional Hymn—No. 163, “Jesus Christ is 
Risen Today.” 
An Affirmation of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
(Congregation standing) 
Prayer of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
Anthem—‘“We Will Be Merry’”—Marryott 
Reading of the Easter Scripture 
Violin Concerto—Air”’—Opus 28—Goldmark 
Morning Prayer. Choral Response. 
Talk to Boys and Girls 
Recessional Hymn—162, ‘The Day of Resur- 


rection |” 

Offertorium for Violoncello—' Adagio’ —Bach- 
Siloti 

The Sermon—'The Miracle of the Opened 
Grave” 


Easter Solo—“Hosanna’’—Granier 

Prayer and Benediction 

Benediction Response--“The Lord Bless You 
and Keep You’’—Lutkin 

Organ Postlude — ‘Hallelujah Chorus” — 
Handel 
—Westminster Church, Rochester, N. Y. 

Gordon W. Mattice, D.D., Pastor 


BE TRULY FRIENDLY, 
BOSSES ADVISED 


Supervisory personnel in industry can 
develop effective employer-employee re- 
lationships by being ‘‘genuinely friendly” 
and giving troubled workers ‘‘a chance to 
blow off steam,’? a Rochester psychia- 
trist said recently. rae 

Dr. Ralph T. Collins, a psychiatrist for 
the Eastman Kodak Company, said a super- 
visor ‘‘should be a mature adult with 
healthy emotions and mental outlook.” 

He added that a supervisor should recog- 
nize that people ‘‘want to love and be 
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loved .... to feel significent .... and to 
feel secure.”’ 

‘fA good supervisor thinks of the human 
consideration in all his dealings with peo- 
ple,’’ Dr. Collins emphasized, 

Dr. Collins was speaker recently at 
the University of Buffalo’s Capen Hall, 
the talk sponsored by the Buffalo Acad- 
emy of Medicine and the Buffalo, N.Y., 
Neuropsychiatric Society. 

a PLR 


There are suggestions here for mem- 
bers of our Churches and affiliated organ- 
izations, in their dealing with new mem- 
bers, aged members who may lack social- 
importance, or wealth, and many average 
citizens. A pastor told a visiting pastor- 
speaker “‘not to bother to go through the 
hand-shaking ordeal at the door, because 
the important people would be at a brief 
gathering in the social rooms.”’ 

Another was reported as telling a new 
village resident ‘‘not to expect the im- 
portant people to speak to them for a 
few years, until he had made contribu- 
tions to all local projects, and to all 
church projects, and then ‘they’ll call 
you by hour first name’.’’ 

People of all walks of life will be 
co-operative in doing their part, if they 
are treated like acceptable citizens and 
acceptable members of the church, even 
before they are ‘‘tested’’ on the basis of 
‘‘siving’’ or ‘‘social standing’? on the 
‘local level. Did Jesus base His service 
to men on social standing? or wealth? 
Let’s adopt His methods in our dealing 
with one another. 


NATIONAL RECREATION SOCIETY 


The National Recreation Association, 
a Service Organization Supported by Vol- 
untary Contributions, is located at ‘‘8 


West Eighth Street, New York ll, N. Y. 


MONROE CATALOG, No.350 

Monroe Catalog, No. 350, with color- 
illustrations, showing over 60-different 
models, sizes and finishes of tables, 
chairs, movable partitions and room di- 
viders, folding risers, platforms and- 
Stages, mailed on request. 

With Today’s emphasis on Junior Church 
Work, and need of EXTRA space,and Room- 
Dividers, many readers will find the answer 
to their needs in the Monroe Catalog, 


Address your request for catalog No.350, 
to 

The Monroe Company 

70 Church Street, Colfax, Iowa 


PAGE 320 


’ PSYCHIATRIC ASPECTS of 


SPEAKING IN PUBLIC 


This helpful book, containing hundreds 
of illustrations, hints and ideas for the 
alert minister, by Arthur Stevens Phelps, 
published in 1930 at $2.00 a copy, may 
still be had at that price, while the limit- 
ed supply lasts. Orders should be sent 
with $2.00 remittance to 


The Expositor 
P.O.Box 81, East Aurora, N.Y. 


BOOKS Helpful in Dealing with Children 


Here is a list of books used in deal- 
ing with Children, used, and only one 
copy of each title: 


1. Greatness and Simplicity of the 
Christian Faith, Henry Churchill 
King, A Revised edition of ‘‘let- 
ters to Sunday School teachers.”’ 


2. Seed, Flower, Fruit, Sunday Chats with 
Little Folks, Maggie Symington. 

3. At Worship, a Hymnal for Young Church- 
men, 

4. Character, Samuel Smiles, paper bound. 

5. Living Prayerfully, Kirby Page, Author 
of ‘‘Living Creatively.’ 

6. Helpful Talks with Girls, By Elizabeth 
Ketling, 212-page handbook. 

7. First Prayers for Children, by John Ox- 
enham and Roderick Kunkerley. 

8. The Greatest Story Ever Told, Two -— 
Christmas Programs broadcast in 1948, 

9. The Teachers Candle Stick, Margaret - 
Slattery. 

10. A Lovely Find,,by William Allen Knight 

11. Stories to Tell, compiled and Edited by 
S. A. Wilson. a 

12. Stories and Story Telling, Edward Por- y 
ter St. John. : 

13. Toys and Things, Herbert Booth. 


Some of these volumes are in “new” 
condition, while others are used and in 
good condition. The whole list, given a- — 
bove may be had for $6.00; if necessary to 
separate and make two-parcels, wrapping - 
and shipping charges added for each. 

Address order to The Expositor, Box 
81. East Aurora, New York. 


SCHOOL DESEGREGATION 


A 95-page paper bound book, formulated » 
by the committee on social issues, Group - 
for the Advancement of Psychiatry, on th 
above title, is available from the publica 
tion office, 1790 Broadway, New York 19, 
New York, $1.00 each. Ask for report No.3’ 


‘ 


If you are too busy to pray, change y 
job, or your schedule. 
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SERMONS 
HEAVEN 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


‘TEXT: Psalm 88:10 *’Wilt Thou show won- 
ders to the dead?’’ 


lish fiction, Charles Dickens in ‘‘Dom- 

bey and Son”’ describes the passing of 
little Paul. In his fancy the dying child was 
always hearing the rushing of a river, roll- 
ing away to meet the sea. Locked in the 
arms of his sister, Paul tells her how fast 
the river runs between the green banks of 
the rushes, At length the boat glides out 
to sea; and now he is standing upon the 
farther shore. He tells his sister that he 
sees his mother, whom he remembers only 
by a photograph on the wall, and how the 
light about her head is shining on them. 
The golden ripple on the wall, telling that 
evening was at hand, appeared once more; 
but nothing else now stirred in the sickroom. 
**The old, old fashion that came in with our 
garments, and will last unchanged until our 
race has run its course, and the wide firma- 
ment is rolled_up like a scroll; the old, old 
fashion - DEATH!"’ 

In this life we are constantly confronted 
by that old fashion, Death. Thank God that 
in the Bible and in our Christian Faith, we 
are permitted to behold that other and older 
fashion, the fashion of Immortality. 

It is one thing to talk about Heaven in a 
purely intellectual way, or as a proposition- 
of theology. It is quite another thing to think 
about Heaven and speak about Heaven as 
the home of those we have loved and lost 
awhile. When we think and speak of heaven, 
we think of different faces and forms. One 
of « godly father or mother, another of a 
brother or sister; and still another of a lit- 
tle child. 


Late Pastor of First Presbyterian Church 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 


| N one of the greatest passages in Eng- 
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One of my early recollections is that of 
seeing my mother standing before the fire 
place in our dining room and looking up at 
the portrait of her first born child which 
hung above the mantlepiece. She would 
address herself to that little girl, who died 
when she was three years of age, and would 
ask her where she was, and what she was 
doing now. ‘‘Where art thou now, my little- 
lamb?”? Often that thought will come to 
those who “‘think of the friends over there.’’ 

‘*Ah, Christ that it were possible for 

one brief hour 

To see the friends we love, 

That they might tell us what and 

where they are.” 

But we call, and no answer comes back, 
save the echo of our call. Only one per- 
son went to Heaven and came back to earth; 
and he was not permitted to tel] what he 
had seen. St. Paul said that he was caught 
up into Paradise and heard wonderful things, 
such as it is not lawful for man to utter. 
What ever he saw and what he heard it must 
have been glorious indeed; but it did not 
please God to let Paul tell it, and no doubt 
that was for the best. 

‘‘Wilt Thou show wonders to the dead??? 
The Psalmist, at least in the particular mood 
in which he was writing, was not sure that 
God would show wonders to the dead. In his 
great illness and trial, with lover and friend- 
put far from him, and with his life drawing 
nigh unto the grave, he draws back from its 
darkness and silence. But we have more 
light than he had, for Christ hath ‘‘abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to 
light in the Gospel.’? We are absolutely cer- 
tain that God will show wonders to the dead, 
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and it is good for our souls, and comfort to 
our hearts, to think from time to time about 
those wonders. 


1. THE WONDERS OF A PLACE 


The wonders, of heaven will be the won- 
ders of a place. Jesus said “I go to pre- 
pare a place for you.’? This would fit in 
with what Paul tells us about a resurrec- 
tion body, and also with what he tells us a- 
bout having been transported into Paradise. 
Perhaps we have an unwarranted prejudice 
against thinking of Heaven as a place as 
well as a state. Jesus said to the Thief on 
the cross, ‘‘Today, shalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise.’’ St. John tells us of the Heav- 
enly City with its River of Water of Life, 
and its walls and gates flashing with preci-- 
ous stones;a city twelve thousand furlongs 
in every direction. That would reach from 
Philadelphia to Denver, and from Florida 
to Canada. This, I suppose, is a figure of 
speech; yet back of this figure of speech 
must lie the fact of the reality of a Heaven- 
ly place where heavenly beings live, and 
where they are conscious of one another’s 
existence, just as there is an earthly place 
where earthly beings live. God has plenty 
of room in his universe for Heaven. The 
astronomers tell us that the universe is so 
vast that our sun would be like the millionth 
part of a speck of dust in a great city. As 
that speck of dust to the whole city, so our 
solar system is to the vastness of the uni- 
verse. God has plenty of room for Heaven. 
Ezekiel, John, and Stephen, each one in far 
distant places-Ezekiel in Babylon, John 
on Patmos, and Stephen in Jerusalem-saw 
into Heaven. It may be that Heaven as a spir- 
itual place lies. all about us. 


Il. HEAVEN AS A STATE 


Whatever it says about heaven as a place, 
the Bible has much more to say about heav - 
en as a state. In his book, The Religio Med- 
ici, Thomas Brown says that when men in 
this world begin to talk about the life of 
heaven it is like two unborm infants, discuss- 
ing in the mother’s womb the nature of this 
life. I do not feel that this is a true analogy. 
We are not infants. We have had experience. 
We have rejoiced; we have loved; we have 
suffered; we have hoped; and we can well 
imagine what would please and delight our 
souls in the world to come, But, one asks, 
‘“‘Why not be content with the assurances 
of the Scriptures and leave it there-‘I shall 
be satisfied when I awake in Thy likeness’; 
‘Where I am, there ye may be also’; andSt. 
Paul’s great assurance, ‘Ever with the 
Lord’.”? But the soul likes to go further than 
that. Tertullian. once said, ‘“Tell me what 
thou art, and | shall tell thee what thou 
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shalt be.’’ In other words, the life of the 
soul here in this world is a great mystery, 
But that does not prevent us from thinking 
and speaking of our life here in this world. - — 
Neither should the mystery which veils the 
life to come keep us from speaking and think- 
ing about it. 

Why are we not told more about Heaven? 
The answer to that is not given us in the 
Bible. It may be that we have been told all 
that we canreceive at the present time. St. 
Paul said, that ‘‘it was not lawful,’’ and 
not possible, for him to utter what he had 
seen in Paradise. Again, the probability is 
that more knowledge than we now possess 
would not bring us greater comfort, and 
would not warn our souls from evil more than 
the knowledge which we now have. Christ 
said that was so, at least concerning the 
punishments of the life to come: for he told 
the rich man in Hell who wnated to have- — 
Lazarus sent to preach to his five brothers, 
that such preaching would have no effect 
upon them. “If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one should go unto them from the 
dead.”’ 

Much of what is told us about Heaven 
is on the negative side. When you think of 
it, that is not strange. If you were going to — 
describe to an untutored native of the Arctic — 
regions some tropical country, you could — 
hardly give him an idea of what it was like 


_ by telling him the things that ARE there. . 


What would palm trees mean to a man who 
had never seen anything but snow and ice? ~ 
What would the flash of brilliantly colored 
birds mean to one who had never seen any- 
thing but the gull and penguin? What would 
the elephant, the striped tiger or the tawn 
lion mean to one who had never seen any- 
thing but the polar bear or the floundering © 
seal? You would have to begin the other way. 
You would have to describe that tropical-_ 
land, first of all, by telling him what was” 
not there-no ice, no snow, no polar bear 
no polar night. So the Bible begins by tell- 
ing us about the life beyond the grave. It 
tells us, first of all, what is NOT there, 
‘There shall be more curse.’? That means 
there shall be no more sin, the shadow of 
which is as universal as human nature and 
as eternal as human history. ‘‘There shall 
be no more death.’’ Death and sin ride to- 
gether in the world, What a reign death has 
had, since that day that Cain looked down 
upon the dying Abel whose blood the earth 
had swallowed up, down to him who at thi 
very moment has paid the debt we owe to 
nature! But now the Last Enemy has be 
destroyed. Death has lost its sting and the 
grave its victory. ‘‘Neither shall they DIE 
ANY MORE.” 
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_ ihere shall be no more sea.’? The un- 
rest of life will be quieted. There shall be 
no more pain. No groan of misery shall echo 
by day and no cry of anguish shall break 
the silence of the night. There shall be no 
more sorrow or sighing. How great the ca- 
pacity of the human heart for sorrow! How 
wonderful then, is this promise, that ‘‘God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 

“‘There shall be no night there.’’ This, 
of course, is figurative language. What it 
tells us is that there shall be no more sin, 
which brings midnight on the soul, and no 
more sorrow, which brings darkness to the 
heart. 

But now let us look on the positive side. 
Even if we had only these negative utter- 
ances about Heaven, they would be suffi- 
cient for our comfort and hope. But we have 
more than that. Perhaps the most sugges- 
tive thing on the positive side is that say- 
ing of St. Paul, “‘As we have borne the im- 
age of the heavenly.’’ Here we had the image 
of the earthy, a relationship of body and soul 
perfectly suited to our earthly existence. 
There we shall have the image of the heaven- 
ly. But what will that image be like? ‘How 
will the change strike you and me in the 
house not made with hands?’”? 

St. Paul said that Christ in His resurrec- 
tion was the “‘first fruits of them that slept?’ 
That is, Christ in his resurrection body isthe 
prophecy of our resurrection body, and the 
model and example of it. This lets us know 
that one of the wonders that God will show 
to the dead is the wonder of the Resurrec- 
tion Body. The Christian doctrine is not 
redemption from the body, but redemption of 
the body, the body reunited to a redeemed 
soul. The Christian Creed is not, ‘I be- 
lieve in the life everlasting,’’ but, ‘I be- 

lieve in the resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting.”” To leave out that 
first clause is to leave out what the Bible 
tells us about the sanctity of the body,made 
in the image of God. 

This present weak body is to be changed 
and made like unto the glorious body of 
Christ. Here, the body is subject to weak- 
ness and sickness, and is under the bond- 
age of sin. And yet even here, in this life, 
under the shadow and limitations of sin, 
how wonderful the body is! How true and 
beautiful the expression the body can give 
to the most sacred and sublime thoughts 

and feelings. If that is so now, then what 
' will it be like where we shall bear the im- 
| age of the heavenly; when we can labor 
without fatigue, launch great enterprises 
that shall never fail, and when the wings 
_of aspiration shall never be furled because 
of weakness and of sickness? The mystic 
_Cherubim, graven on the walls of Taber- 
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nacle and Temple, with the head of the ox, 
the lion and the eagle, were perhaps a sym- 
bol of the powers of man’s resurrection, 
body-the strength of an ox, the daring of 
the lion and the eagle’s mastery of space; 
a composite of all the powers of Creation. 

Again, the image of the heavenly will be 
the image of holiness. That will be another 
wonder that God will show to the dead. Here 
the image of the earthly is tainted and 
scarred with sin. Hence, the civil war and 
discord in our own hearts and the deep 
woe and agony of mankind. But when all this 
is no more, when all the Redeemed have 
washed their robes and made them white 
in the Blood of the Lamb, when our souls 
no longer cleave to the dust, when man 
naturally loves what God loves, when there 
shall no longer be warfare between what 
we would like to do, and ought to do, and 
what we do; when the whole legion of evil 
spirits has been cast out of man, and he 
sits clothed and in his right man at the foot 
of the Creator-all that God had in mind 
when He said, ‘‘Let us make man in our im- 
age--then, what will it be like? If, as Jesus 
said, the Holy Angels rejoice and sing over 
one sinner that repenteth, let us remember 
that what they are rejoicing and singing 
over is not merely what man has been deliv- 
ered from, but what he has been restored 
to--the glorious image of God. 

The wonders of Heaven will be the won- 
ders of High Achievement. To do good, to 
achieve something worth while, to create 
something beautiful, useful and enduring, 
that is one of the highest joys of this life. 
I am sure it will be one of the highest joys 
of the life to come. In the parables of the 
Pounds and the Talents Jesus teaches, not 
merely that this life is a trial and probation 
for the next, but that the life to come will 
give new and unlimited opportunity. Instead 
of ruling over a few things, the soul shall 
rule over many things. Instead of ruling over 
one city, it shall rule over ten cities, In 
this life the greatest of human undertkings ,- 
are related to the sorrows and sins and ig- 
norance and sufferings of mankind. But 
when all that has passed away, what will 
the work of a redeemed soul be? All we can 
say is that there must be a higher ministry 
and service in store for us. What it will be, 
goes beyond our comprehension; but we can 
be sure that it will be worthy of the redeemed 
body and the redeemed soul. Tennyson was 
sure that for Wellington 


“*There must be nobler work to do 
Than when he fought at Waterloo.”? 


And Matthew Arnold was certain that his 
father, Thomas Arnold, the master of Rugby, 
was still doing the will of God in the unseen 
world: 
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**Still thou performest the Word of the 
Spirit 
In Whom thou dost live.’” 

What has Abraham been doing since they 
buried him in the Cave of Machpelah? Over 
what kingdoms has Joseph been ruling as 
prime minister since they ‘“‘buried him in a 
coffin in Egypt”? What lands has Joshua 
conquered since he won Canaan for God’s 
people? What kings has Samuel anointed 
since they buried him in Ramah? What has 
Jeremiah been doing since they carried him 
down into Egypt? What souls has Barnabas, 
the Son of Consolation been able to com- 
fort since they stoned him in the market 
place at Salamis? To whom have Mary and 
Martha been able to minister since they en- 
tertained Jesus for the last time at Bethany? 
To whom has eloquent Stephen preached 
the Gospel since that day they stoned him, 
‘‘calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit’’. 

Finally, the wonders of Heaven will be 
the wonders of joy and love. Man was cre- 
ated for joy. That is why the Morning Stars 
sang together and all the sons of God shout 
ed for joy over the creation of man. Christ 
said He came that man’s joy might be full. 
In the life to come we shall drink of the 
cup of divine joy. ‘‘At Thy right hand there 
are pleasures forevermore.’’ 

One of the joys of heaven will certainly 
be the joy of reunion and recognition. Here 
friend after friend departs; but there, after- 
the long and silent separation, will come 
the joy of reunion. Here for life’s most ter 
der relationship it is “until death do us 
part.’? When Thomas Jefferson was leaving 
forever his beautiful home at Monticello, he 
told his daughter Martha that he had left in 
a drawer something for her to read when he 
was gone. This is what he had written: 
“On that shore which will crown all my 
hopes, or drown all my cares,I hope to meet 
two seraphs, long vanished, my beloved 
wife and my daughter Maria.’’ There it was 
not the political philosopher, statesman, or 
free thinker, who was speaking, but the 
universal heart of man, 

Reunion and recognition in Heaven are 
assumed in the Bible; but it is also, at least 
inferentially, taught. St. Paul looked for- 
ward to the day when he would meet those 
to whom he had preached the Gospel at 
rhessalonica; and in the beautiful and oft- 
quoted passage in the First Letter to the 
Thessalonians, he tells those who are in 
Sorrow for their beloved dead, to ‘‘com- 

es ree ene 
Re em 2 out the resurrection 
ree tontd ae eee 
tt in those words 
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unless they carried with them the assurance 
that those mourning Thessalonians woul 
know in the Resurrection those whom they 
had ‘‘loved and lost awhile.’? To the Thie 
on the Cross Jesus said, ‘‘Today shal 
thou be with Me in Paradise.’? The immense 
significance of the repentance of that thief 
and his salvation between the Cross and th 
grave, marvelous though it was, must not b 
permitted to eclipse the teaching of Chris 
as to the future conscious existence of th 
soul and its bliss in Paradise. Jesus sai 
to his disciples, “I go to prepare a place 
for you, that where I am there ye may be 
also,’? That was to comfort them in view o 
his coming separation from them. But there 
would have been no comfort in it, if whe 
reunited with Christ they did not know him 


The New Testament employs five beauti 
ful metaphors when it comes to describe the 
change from the earthly life to the heavenly 
One is that of moving out of a frail and pe 
ishable tent into a permanent house, th 
house not made with hands, God’s buildin 
for our soul, eternal in the heavens. Pat 
says we have a building from God, a hous 
not made with hands; and Peter spoke o 
“‘putting off’? his tabernacle or tent. 

Another metaphor is that of the Exodus 
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration spok 
with Moses and Elijah about his “‘exodus’ 
from this life on the Cross. The Childre 
of Israel made an exodus out of the Lam 
of Egypt and out of the house of bondag 
to the land of Canaan. So at death the be 
liever makes an exodus, and passes from 
the bondage and limitations of this life in 
to the heavenly Kingdom. 1 

A third metaphor is that of sleep. Jesus 
said of the daughter of Jairus and of Laz 
rus that they were not dead, but sleeping 
Luke said that Stephen, after he had bee 
stoned by the mob, ‘‘fell asleep.*’? And St 
Paul said, ‘‘We shall not all sleep, but wi 
shall all be changed.’’ For the believer 
death is like the slumber of the night, 
of which we awaken to the life of a new an 
greater day. 

A fourth metaphor is the ‘‘unmooring,”® o1 
the sailing of the ship. That is the figure 
of speech Paul used when he was himsel 
on the margin of the other world. In his las 
message he said to Timothy, ‘‘The time ¢ 
my departure is at hand’’; literally, the un 
ong of the ship from its mooring. Hot 
beautiful that is! The time for my sailing 
has come. There in the harbor at Seluciaa 

Miletus, or Rhodes, lies the ship, lifting u 
and down with the sea, straining at the hav 
ser, as the seamen lift the anchor and hoi: 
the horizontal sails; and away into the gol 
en sunlight the ship sails on its journey t 
its unseen port across the seas, So is it ; 
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vath, The time has come to unmoor the ship 
id start on the last great voyage to the 
p2avenly port: 


**Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me; 
And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea,’”’ 


The fifth metaphor, and the one which 
omes nearest to our hearts is that of ‘‘go- 
ig home.’’ That was the one used by Jesus 
imself when he was bidding farewell to his 


XT: Col, 3:11 "Christ is all, and in all.” 


N his book, “‘Out Of The Night,’’ Jan 
| Valtin has provided us with a graphic 

picture of the kind of world in which 
wany of our fellowmen live. It is a world 
tharacterized by terrorism and destruction, 
yy treachery and violence, by methods of 
orture that suggest the barbarities of a 
sark and ancient past. And, one scarcely 
seed add, it is a world in which the spirit 
if Christ is WHOLLY LACKING. 

As one reads this catalogue of horrors, 
‘e finds himself wondering what has happen- 
-d to a civilization that transforms men in- 
0 beasts and makes of cruelty a virtue. 

How far removed is this picture from the 
scene that is painted for us in Paul’s letter 
o the church at Colossae! Paul writes: 
"Set your mind on the things that are above 
-. Put to death.. fornication, unclean - 
2eSsS, passion, evil desire, and covetous- 
ness... anger, wrath, malice, railing, shame- 
ul speaking out of your mouth; lie not one 
o another; seeing that ye have put on the 
2ew man, where there cannot be Greek and 
‘ew, circumcision and uncircumsicion, bar- 
-arian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but 
Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore- 
- a heart of compassion, kindness, lowli- 
,ess, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing 
ne another, and forgiving each other... 
ind above all these things put on love,which 
's the bond of perfectness. And let the peace 
yf Christ rule in your bearts.”’ 

Place these two pictures side by side and 
ne can readily discern the distances be- 
ween them. On the one hand brutality and 
ate, on the other hand compassion and love. 
‘es, these two pictures are far apart in time 


nd in spirit, but they are closer than they 
eee ee ee 
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disciples: ‘‘In my father’s house, or home, 
are many mansions, I| go to prepare a place 
for you, that where I am there ye may be 
also.’’ For the believer death is the **p0- 
ing home.’’ That is the way the devout used 
to speak of it. They never said that mother, 
or father, or brother, or son, or daughter, 
or husband, or wife, had died but that they 
had ‘‘gone home.”’ 
“‘We think at first that home is heaven; 
We learn at last that Heaven is home.”’ 


THE INESCAPABLE CHRIST 


HARRY A. G. ABBE 


first appear in almost every other respect. 
For it was conditions similar to those we 
are now witnessing that inspired Jesus, with 
his gospel of love and goodwill, to act on; 
and the world that Paul knew was not noted 
for its sweetness and light. Of the century 
that saw the birth of the Christian movement, 
one, observer writes: ‘’scarcely a year went 
by without wars or other disturbances: wars, 
rebellions, out-breaks and riots, and all of 
them with their concomitant of incessant 
bloodshed... Were we to count up one by 
one those who fell in the wars and rebell- 
ions and those murdered by Herod and the 
Procurators during this dreadful century, we 
should reach a total of not less than two 
hundred thousand men - an appalling number 
for such a comparatively small country; and 
it is even more terrible when we recall that 
those who died in war were the pick of the 
nation. physically, and those murdered by 
Herod were the pick of the nation, intel- 
lectually and culturally.’ 


Yes, the first century of the Christian era 
was a brutal century. It seemed to thrive on 
violence. Crucifixion, the most terrible and 
cruel death which man has ever devised for 
taking vengeance upon his fellowmen, was 
a legalized form of punishment for dealing 
with certain types of criminals - a form of 
punishment which many Christian martyrs, 
as well as our Lord himself, found at the 
end oi their road. 

The first century was an inhuman century. 
Slavery was an established institution 
throughout the Roman empire, and the vic- 
tories of the armies had introduced in the 
cities innumerable slaves, upon whom acts 
of the most odious barbarity were committed. 
According to Lecky, in his History of Europe- 
an Morals, ‘‘Old and infirm slaves were con- 
stantly exposed to perish on an island in 


the Tiber.’’ 
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Rebellions, crucifixions, slavery, glad- 
jatorial combats, intrigues fostered by 
various parties and groups, hatreds engen - 
dered between Roman and pagan, Jew and 
Gentile, violence, bloodshed, and general 
disregard for human life - this was the at- 
mosphere into which Christianity was born 
and in which the Christian church was nur- 
tured. And in the face of it all, Paul could 
say to his fellow Christians: ‘‘Be kind, be 
forgiving, let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, for Christ 1S ALL and IN --- 
ALL.” 

This was the Christian way of saying in 
the first century that, judged by the stand- 
ards of Christ’s gospel, the world which 
rabid nationalism and greedy imperialism 
had fostered stood condemned. And this is 
a truth that we in the 20th-century need al- 
so to learn. For violence begets violence, 
force begets force, hatred begets hatred, 
Judged by the standards of the Sermon on 
the Mount, judged by the standards set forth 
in the parables of the Prodigal Son, and of 
the Good Samaritan, much that the first cen- 
tury accepted as a matter of course and much 
that we accept as normal stood and still 
stands condemned. From one point of view 
it is not a very hopeful situation. For if af- 
ter nineteen centuries the same truths need 
to be relearned by the sons of men what 
shall we say of our vaunted ideas of prog- 
ress? There is, to be sure, something sadly 
depressing about it all. As a college student 

“remarked a short time ago, ‘‘when one sees 
the plight our world is in, it is enough to 
make one wonder whether there is much that 
can be done about it!?’ Yes, there is so much 
of darkness and despair in our world that the 
attitudes of cynicism and pessimism are un- 
derstandable. But, thank God, this is not the 
only response we can make, Certainly, it was 
not the response that Jesus made to the condi- 
tions that he faced. And when Paul said to 
his fellow Christians: ‘Be kind, be forgiving, 
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
for Christ is all and in all’’- he was giving - 
expression to a hope that has characterized 
Christianity at its best in every period of 
crisis and in every hour of darkness in the 
history of mankind. 

There is hope! There is a better day ahead! 
There is a better age coming. Get ready for it. 
Help to bring it about by living as though it 
were here already. That is the burdenof Je- 
sus’ message concerning the kingdom of God. 
That is the burden of Paul’s message also,as 
he addresses the Colossian Christians. It is 
a truth which we, too, need to learn. 

When someone asked Dr. Charles Beard, 
the historian, what lessons he had learned 
from history, he replied that he had learned 
four: 1. When it gets darkest the stars come 
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out. 2. When a bee steals from a flower it 
also fertilizes that flower. 3. Whom the 
gods would destroy they first made mad, 
4. The mills of God grind slowly, but they 
grind exceeding small. Well, it is a fact 
that when it gets darkest the stars do come 
out. When all seems lost, God speaks and 
His is the Victory! This is one of the great 
assuring facts that the Bible tells us time 
and again in its inspired record. 

The Hebrews enslaved in Egypt for three 
centuries, despairing of ever having their 
condition changed! But, then came MOSES 
to set them free! 

Israel under Ahab, reverting to the sensual 
cults of the Canaanite baals; and Elijah, the 
prophet of Yahweh, rejected by king and 
people, alone in the desert! The still,small 
voice speaks, Elijah is encouraged, He dis- 
covers he is not alone; that there are seven 
thousand in Israel who have not yet bowed 
the knee to Baal. He returns to carry on the 
fight for the moral religion of Yahweh,and 
thereby helps to usher in a new day for his 
nation. 

The Babylonian exile - a nation lost, a 
homeland gone! A despondent people have 
hung up their harps on the willows. And then 
the second Isaiah, that sweet singer of Israel, 
bursts into song. He tells of a God who does — 
not faint, neither is weary. ‘‘He giveth power — 
to the faint; and to him that hath no might he — 
increaseth strength. Even the youths shall ~ 
faint and be weary, and the young men shall _ 
utterly fail; but they that wait for Jehovah j 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount — 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint?” 
The hope of the people was revived and the 
religion of the Hebrews a glorious rebirth. 

Five centuries later, and the cult of na- 
tionalism had transformed the religion and 
life of a freedom-loving people into a rigid 
legalism like unto dry bones! And then Je- 
sus came with his wholesomely realistic 
philosophy: LOVE YOUR ENEMIES! Do 
good to them that misuse you. Don’t worry 
about the things that moths and rust can 
consume, but be wholly concerned about 
those things that are eternally significant 
Worship God and be kind to your neighbor. 
Let your lives shine as lights in a dark 
world, Herein lies the essence of true re- 
ligion, said Jesus. When things seemed 
blackest, Jesus gave to mankind a new per- 
spective; and a new day dawned for human- 
ity. 4 

When the Titanic was going down and peo- 
ple were rushing for the lifeboats, word was 
passed down the line to the officers in th 
crisis, ‘‘Be British!’? It was a great watch- 
word, for it upheld the fine traditions of. 
seafaring people built up through centuries, 
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‘But on board ship was a man of God, the 

§ev. Robert Bateman, and as they stood on 

ithe sinking ship awaiting death, having put 
the women and children in the life-boats, he 
sstruck up a hymn in his deep-triumphant 
woice. And as the ship went down they sang. 
What he said to the people with fearful hearts 
hand blanched faces was, ‘‘Be Christian!’ 
IThat is the way the Christian meets disas- 
er, 

And if there is anything our world needs 

oday it is that message: ‘‘Be Christian!’ 
Wot only must we meet disaster with that -- 


ROBERT E. GOODRICH, Jr. 


MTEXT: Jobn 10:7+10 


' ID you ever wonder what Jesus really 
meant when He said, ‘“‘I am come that 
you might have life....’’? Obviously, 

tHe couldn’t have been speaking of physical 
llife: man possessed this long before Jesus 
as born in Bethlehem. So He must have 
hbeen talking about a quality or a dimension 
in life which makes it more than mere physi- 
al existence. Thus a part of His mission 
as to save us from dying before we have 
lived.... 

This is a dreadful possibility! We may hold 
con to physical life for 20 or 40 or 60 or 90 
ears or more. None of us like to contem- 
nplate its end. A cartoon recently pictured an 
eelderly man in a hospital, saying to the nurse 
zat his bedside as she tried to reassure him: 

‘Stop saying that I’ll live to be 90: I am 

'90.’* We don’t want to let go of physical 

llife: There’s a “‘will to live’? which oper- 

‘ates even below the level of conscious- 

mess! And yet our real concern should be 

ithat we may not die before we live! 


Live Before You Die! 


And this is what Jesus came to prevent, 
not for some of us, but all of us. He knew 
hat was in man, and this explains His con- 
fidence that every person has the potential 
ffor real life. Look at the way He chose His 
disciples from the most ordinary, everyday 
mpersons, yet daring to commit to their hands 
tthe eternal gospel. He knew our potential: 
we don’t have to die before we live. 

All of this may have a special import- 
mance for us just now as we journey into a 
new era, which can be more than another- 
rear of existence for each of us: it can be 
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WATCHWORD upon our lips-- we must meet 

the whole task of reconstruction, individual 

and social, with that watchword in our hearts: 
“‘Be Christian!’’ For all life,using the method 
of trial and error, is pushing to that conclu- 
sion. Every other road is a road with a DEAD 
END! 

To translate into terms of living fact, that 
Christ is all and in all,and that His way is 
the only way for men and for nations; this is 
the task that we must undertake, if ever it is 
to be accomplished. For if we do not do it,- 
WHO IN GOD'S NAME WILL ? 


WE CAN’T GET BY 
WITHOUT THESE 


something really new! It can mark the be- 
ginning of life in a new way! 

But-this isn’t inevitable and it doesn’t 
just happen with a change of the calendar 
or our living address! Before we begin to 
LIVE, we must have certain essentials 
which Jesus came to give us. We can’t get 
by without them. 


I. We Must Have An Invisible 
Means of Support! 


This is the phrase which someone used 
to describe what we usually call a religious 
faith; an invisible means of support; it pro- 
vides staying-power and standing-power, 
saves us from easy defeat by circumstances, 
holds our life together. Our faith is this im- 
portant to every one of us, WE CAN’T GET 
BY WITHOUT IT! 

Yet there is a tendency in some quarters 
to look down on religious faith. Steeped in 
the scientific spirit of our age, some try to 
persuade us that we can’t live by faith, 
we’ve got to have FACTS! Faith was for 
more credulous age in the past. 

The truth is, though, that whoever we are 
and wherever we are, we actually WALK BY 
F AIT H--every day of our lives.Life isn’t . 
possible without it. How do we know that- 
the roof over our heads isn’t going to col- 
lapse in 15 seconds and smother us? We 
don’t! We simply have faith that the house 
or building was constructed correctly. How 
do we know, when we’re driving down the 
highway, that our front wheel isn’t going to 
come off and send us hurtling into the ditch; 
we don’t. We simply have faith in the manu- 
facturer of the car or the mechanic who last 
worked on it. How do we know the milk we. 
had for breakfast this morning came from a 
contented cow? How can we be sure that. 
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it didn’t come from some old goat that laid 
down and died last night? We don’t; we 
drink our milk by faith in the dairy which 
provided it. 


WE LIVE BY FAITH 

And we could go on and on for, be sure, 
we live by practice of faith. It’s as natural 
as breathing and as necessary as bread, 
But if we’re ever to know life in the dimen- 
sion Jesus came to give it to us, if we’re --- 
not to go under when the dark and difficult 
circumstances, come, then we must use this 
capacity for faith to lay hold on God, as it 
were; we must let faith provide a channel 
for His help and power and strength, giving 
us that invisible means of support which 
will keep us standing even when life would 
beat us down. 

I once heard Minnie Pearl of radio and 
television fame speak at the youth night of 
a great Church conference. She told her own 
story of what faith in God has meant to her 
all through her life, even as a young girl. As 
I recall her story, there was a dreadful mis- 
take made while she was in high school; 
through a mix-up of cards or something she 
was informed that she was a finalist in a 
beauty contest. You can imagine what it 
meant to her, She worked to make her clothes 
and her own person as attractive as possible, 
And then came the big night. Now it was her 
turn to walk out on the stage before the - 
JUDGES, and the crowded auditorum. As 
her name was announced, she stepped out into 
the lights. And then everything stopped for- 
her because---people began to laugh. The 
sound of their laughter beat upon the heart- 
of a young girl. I doubt if she remembers- 
how she got off the stage. But even as a 
girl, she had something inside of her which 
not only kept her standing, but went further 
to help her profit from that experience. It 
led her to see that maybe there was an ad- 
vantage to having people laugh at you, maybe 
that was her talent! Maybe this is what God 
intended her to do! And so the experience 
which might have crushed her, helped her, 
instead. And she became a great comedienne 
in public life and a wonderful Christian in 
all of her life, ready to witness to what it 
means to have an invisible means of support. 

None of us may have her experience, but 
all of us will come to days and hours when- 
we won’t be able to get by without this. And, 
Jesus, by His own life, and by His love and 
ministry, made it possible for us to have- 
faith in God! We’ve got to have this INVIS- 
IBLE MEANS OF SUPPORT! 


I]. But Neither Can We Get By Without . 
Some Standards To Live By That Are 
Too Sacred To Forsake. 
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In other words we must accept Some bound- 


aries for our life, principles we will not vio- 


late, moral laws we will not forget. 

After all, without rules there is always 
chaos, isn’t there? In a rough, tough section 
of a city, a man was trying to teach some 
boys how to play football. He explained the 
rules of the game and put the ball in play. 
It did not take long for the game to disinte- 
grate into a kind of free-for-all with general 
disorder and confusion. ‘‘Fellows, fellows,”’ 
he called to them, ‘‘come on, remember the 
rules, remember the rules!’ ‘‘To heck with 
the rules,’? one of them answered: ‘‘Let’s 
get on with the game.” 

But, of course, there isn’t any game with- 
out rules. And neither can there be any life 
worthwhile without rules and_ standards, 
boundaries and principles which are kept 
and honored as too sacred to forsake. 

Furthermore, this is the only way we'll 
ever be free to achieve anything or become 
anything in life. All freedom is dependent 
upon restrictions and disciplines, Some- 
times we don’t understand this. Sometimes 
a person will even say, “‘I’m tired of rules 
and laws: I want to be free to live my life. 
I’m tired of being hemmed in!’’ 


FREEDOM DEMANDS RESTRICTIONS 


But there’s no real freedom without re- 
strictions. You can prove it for yourself — 
by a simple experiment! We’re free, this is 
a free country, so try driving your car down 
town and parking in the middle of the street, 
You’re a free person! Park wherever you 
wish! And if you don’t want to go to that 
much trouble, then just drive down the left 
hand side of the highway or the _ street! 
And, when a car with a flashing red light 
and a wailing siren drives up beside you 
and a man in uniform motions you over’to 
the side of the road, just tell him to go pad- 
dle his own canoe, that this is a free coun- 
try!’ Go ahead and prove how free you are, 
Yes, do that! And call your pastor to come 
by the jail and visit you this week. 

Or, if you don’t want to run that kind of 
risk, then seek out two boys, aged 15 and 
19, who were being held in a certain city- 
jail a few months ago. They were charged 
with attempted robbery: they were after dope. 
They wouldn't be bothered by moral stand- 
ards or principles; they wanted to prove 
their freedom to do what they pleased. But 
talk it over with them; see if this brought 
them happiness or fulfillment of life. See 
if they felt really free there behind the bars. 
Of course, I don’t know just what they would 
Say to you today, but I do know that the 19 
year old cut his wrists a couple of days afte 
his arrest. And a day or two later, the 
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yrear old tried the same method of suicide. 

You see, the only way we can ever be 
tree to realize the potential that is within 
1s to fulfill the tremendous expectations 
which Christ has for us,the only way we can 
‘ver know what it is to live, is to accept 
some standards, draw some boundaries for 
our lives. 

And here again, Jesus helps us. For He 

rave us the Sermon on the Mount in which 
His words are the sound of the silent laws 
»»f God and His universe. He didn’t give 
these principles for His sake, but for our 
sake. 
We can’t get by without these principles 
and moral standards that are too sacred to 
forsake! This is the only way we can be 
really free to live! 


(ll. And, Then, We Must Also Have 
Something To Live For, a Purpose, 
a Destination, Some Reason For Ex- 
istence. 


In New York City, there is a doctor whose 
specialty is helping older people, accord- 
mg to Guideposts Magazine. Perhaps you 
would expect that in working with people 
»f 75 years and upwards that he would try 
10 teach them patience and persuade them 
.0 settle down, to enjoy the thrill of a rock- 
ng chair, and to remember that they’re only 
old once! But this doctor works on an entire- 
ly different principle. In fact, here is the 
orayer which he teaches them to pray sin- 
serely: 


‘*Hear me, Lord. Give me not pallid ease: 

Give me races to run, mountains to climb, 
burdens to lift. 

Give me notnations to rule: 

Give me people to love, worlds to serve, 
and God to know.”’ 


Do you see what’s involved in this prayer? 
Something to live for, something to strive 
for. And through this prayer, guided by the 
doctor, many an older person at long last -- 
1as found life! 

But it holds for every person of any age! 
People do not differ so much in talents and 
capacities as they differ in determination 
and purpose. An ordinary person, enchanted 
with a purpose, can achieve extraordinary 
victories. 

America’s Olympic Champion Bob Rich- 
irds, that pole-vaulting parson, proves this. 
There’s been a lot of discussion about what 
nakes him a great athlete, why he’s a cham- 
yion. It’s certainly not his physical build. 
Je doesn’t have the long arms __ of a pole- 
raulter. His legs are not powerful. He does- 
’t have the height he should have, But one 
yf Bob’s chief competitors, a marine named 
Sarl Ponder, probably put his finger on the 
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reason when he said, ‘‘Bob Richards doesn’t- 
win so much with natural ability: he beats 
us by sheer determination backed by prayer 
and work. His dedication and purpose make 
the difference,”’ 


Something To Live For 


We can’t get by without this! And again, 
Jesus furnished us with a cause to live for 
in the challenge to take up a cross and fol- 
low Him. It may sometimes be dangerous and 
oftentimes unpopular, but it would guaran- 
tee for us the thrill of knowing what it is to 
live. Our purpose could become to work with 
God for the dawn of some better day upon 
earth. 

In one of his books, Dr. Luccock recalls 
a phrase often used in the announcement of 
the production of a play or a movie. ‘‘Cast- 
ing problems are holding up production.”’ 
Maybe everything else is ready: script and 
scenery are all set, but there are casting 
difficulties. Who will play the parts? Who 
can make the characters come to life? Who 
can give the play reality? 

So everything may be ready in the mind 
and heart of God, and the setting is the 
world, but “‘casting problems hold up pro- 
duction.’’ ‘‘Who will go for us and whom 
shall I send?’’ 

Something to live for! Remember- an ordin- 
ary person enchanted with a purpose can 
achieve extraordinary victories! 

And remember the prayer the doctor used: 


““Hear me, Lord. Give me not pallid ease, 

Give me races to run, mountains to climb, 
burdens to lift. 

Give me not nations to rule: 

Give me people to love, worlds to serve, 
and God to know.’’ 


We can’t get by without these which Christ 
came to give to everyone of us: an invisible 
means of support, standards that are too 
sacred to forsake, and a cause to live for! 
With these it may be that the coming days 
will be new for us, or more correctly, we 
will be new for the coming days, and we’ll 
know what HE meant when HE said, “‘I am 
come that ye might have life.” 


Population Up 3-Million In a Year 


The population of the U.S. was 172,554, 
000 on Dec. 1, 1957, the Census Bureau — 
estimated in mid-January, 1958, accord- 
ing to a report from Washington, D. C. on 
January 16, 1958. This represents an in- 
crease of 3,913,000 or 1.8% over the same 
day a year ago, and a gain of 21,421,000, 
or 14.2%, since the 1950 census. 
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CHURCH 


MANITOWOC 
1214 LINCOLN AVE, P.O.BOX 208-WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 


CHURCH 
Beauty of Design-Exceptional Quality 


SEATING 


True beauty of design is maintained by Manitowoc 
Studios through careful study for Architectural cor- 
rectness and close attention to proportion. 


Exceptional quality is maintained through modern 
facilities and methods which assure our customers of 
the finest in Seating and Chancel Woodwork. 


For America’s Finest in Church Furniture, consult 


FURNITURE COMPANY 


SEEING GOD 


‘‘Sunday after lunch, we packed up the 
car in NYC, and started for Trenton, on 
our way south to Durham,’’ writes a stu- 
dent of Duke University, after a brief year- 
end breather. 

**Along about five A.M., the other two 
were sound asleep, and | was driving 
along with only the full moon to keep 
me company. I was going almost direct- 
ly west, through southern Virginia, and 
the moon was straight ahead, and just 
high enough so it was hidden by the roof 
of the car. But on the wind shield, I could 
see the reflection, much as on a calm 
lake. The thought struck me, in the quiet 
of the early morming, that that is the ONLY 
way we ever really see God. Without the 
protecting and reflecting windshield of 
human beings, and of the greatness of 
nature, we would have no knowledge of 
that wonderful, bright moon! BUT, it 
would still be there.” 

-LOIS C. PERKINS, 
DUKE UNIVERSITY, 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 


SGOSYE. THEREFORE... 3” 
**Jesus said, As ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them.” Many of you 
have been faithful visitors throughout the 
year, let us continue to go in search of those 
who need Christ and his church. In many 
ways we may be ignorant and unlearned, as 
Peter and John were but if we link our lives 
with God and let the power of God come 
through, we can be instrumental in changing 
life patterns for God, and building His 
Church here. We can all be friends to those 
we are trying to win in every hour of human 
need, and by God’s help we can so live that 
our lives will speak truth. May many more 
join the ranks of those who GO inviting 
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others to COME, and may 1958 be the ‘‘Faith- 
ful Year’? to our commission to ‘‘GO YE.’? 
Many have visited during the Christmas 

season, sharing food and clothing with the 
less fortunate. Others have gone to supply 
their Spiritual needs, and many have gone 
to urge the assembling together for worship 
as Hebrews 10:19-25 teaches us. 

- From Church Chimes, Shreve=- 

port, Alabama 


Pee eer re 


A WASTED LIFE? Or was it? 
Down in South Africa was a young student 
who was well trained in the languages, neal 
he left the university and went as a mission- 
ary, he was told that he was only wasting — 
his life. But his call had gripped his soul, — 
To release himself from it was impossible, — 
He found the dialects of those with whom 
he went to work very rich indeed, but none 
of them had been reduced to writing. He de- 
cided to translate the language, and give the 
natives the four Gospels, and perhaps the 
Acts, in their own tongue. This he did. 
He then took the boat for England, but in 
the Mediterranean Sea a submarine met them, 
His manuscript was rolled in a sack, en 
closed in rubber, and placed in a box. A Let 
ter giving a key to the words as he had used 
them was enclosed, and a statement concern- 
ing the experience that had come to him. 
When the U-boat torpedoed the liner, not 
one person was saved, and the manuscript. 
went into the sea. Some weeks later there 
drifted ashore in a lonely part of Tunis, 
among bits of boats and dreadful wreckage, 
a box, which was picked up. It was opened 
and the letter telling the story of the trans- 
lation was handed to the consul, who later 
passed it on to a British clergyman. In Lon- 
don that manuscript was assembled, and the 
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»rinted book went back in the hands of an 
))xford student to the tribe in Africa. 
The paths of God may be devious, but 
»ehind every shadow He is still moving. 
-- Exchange 


if AM THIRD 


When I walked into a certain man’s busi- 
mess office for the first time, | saw a mottb 
on his desk. Done in beautiful needlework 
iit was inclosed in a modest frame and maed 
iin a prominent place, It said, ‘‘f Am Third,?? 


: Even though I knew him fairly well, I hesi- 
sated to ask him about its meaning, But later 
on, after several more visits to his office, 


made the inquiry. 


ausked, 


or them to put me through school and to 
nelp me get a start in the business world. 


jirst time that Mother brought me this motto. 


When I asked about its meaning, she said, 
‘Son, no matter where you go or how high 


rou climb or how low you fall, always re- 
member: God is First; others are second ; 


gand you are third.”’ 
--Wouter Van Garrett, in °'War Cry.” 


ILIFE’S GREAT SECRET 


If you thought some one could reveal 
}to you the secret of a satisfying life, you 
“vould be attentive as he explained the 
thing he had found and you had missed. 
IThe Apostle Paul does that in Philippi - 
ans, fourth chapter, beginning with the 
words, ‘I have learned in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content,” and 
nding with the words, ‘‘] can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth me.” He 
had learned to be content, and the source 
of contentment with life was Christ. 

Paul said something finer and deeper 
than appears on the surface of the words, 
‘| can do all things through Christ.” 
[There were many things he could not do 
at the time he wrote those words, His ac- 
tions were limited by his physical health 
hich was never robust, by the fact that 
e was a political prisoner in Rome, and 
by many other circumstances over which 
e had no control. What he really said 

as that he was prepared for every ex- 


THE EXPOSITOR 


“What is the meaning of the motto?” | 


He hesitated for a moment, and a misty 
curtain passed over his eyes as he began. 
“My mother was a devout woman. No better 
‘Christian ever lived. My father was a good 
‘“hristian, too. It meant downright sacrifice 


_ It was the night when [ left home for the 


perience of life because of his relation- 
ship to Christ. He could look to the pres- 
ent and into the future and say: ‘‘Life 
bring me what you will; I am adequate 
and prepared.” And that is far finer than 
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STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 


Has everything Sunday-school teachers 
have been looking for! Based on 1958 
International Uniform series, 8 big pages 
every week provide the best in Sunday- 
school teaching. Large, easy-to-read type. 
448 pages, 7% x 934 inches. Beautifully 
bounds Order s!95Se0— = ce $2.95 


TEACH WITH SUCCESS 


Will make your teaching more effective. 
Three sections: You prepare to teach, You 
teach the lesson, You evaluate—designed 
specifically to improve Sunday-school 
teaching. You will read it now, then keep 
it handy for constant reference. Colorful 
idstrations. (8232.0> 28 ae $2.95 


LIFE AND CUSTOMS 


in Jesus’ Time 


Background informa- 
tion that will lend color 
and interest to New 
Testament study and 
teaching. Describes 
home and domestic !ife, 
farm and field, social, 
business, religious and 
political life. Bibliog- 
raphy at end of each 
chapter. 

Order 3005... .$2.50 


(r] «At your Bookstor’. or 
: 
AY S*ANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 
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PIPE ORGANS 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Church Windows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecelesiastieal Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


v0 Individeal 


“THE SANITAR Commanion CUPS 


CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
eorcmony and kads the 
Sold in commonion ser- 
viee. Available in ma- 
pes inated oak or welnet in 
either 25, 36 or ‘9 cup 
size and can be stacked. 

Cireular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


the ability to do all things. 

Paul’s sufficiency was not in himself 
but in Christ. A Christian today can be 
relieved of worries, fears, dissatisfac- 
tions and lack of adjustment to circum- 
stances by an ever closer relationship 
to Christ, the Mediator between God and 
man of all things good and necessary for 
life in this world. --Stuart R. Oglesby, in 
Christian Observer, Dec.11,1957. 


THE MINOR PROPHETS 
Theodore Laetsch. Concordia.566-p.$5.00 


Scholars continue to bring forth new and 
old truth from the Minor Prophets. In this 
volume Professor Laetsch has done a splen- 
did job in bringing the messages of the 
prophets to our day. These short signifi- 
cant books live again as we study them un- 
der the guidance of Dr. Laetsch. In every 
instance the historical background is dis- 
covered and a clear exposition of the text 
is given. Pastors find that there is nothing 
so rewarding as expository preaching, The 
Minor Prophets offer many suggestive texts 
and allusions for modern day preaching. This 
volume will be a source for sermons and 
Bible study for years to come. Younger min- 
isters will find help here for sermonizing, 
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Men who have studied the Prophets for 
years will add to their knowledge by read- 
ing the text of this noted scholar.Dr.Laetsch 
spent twenty years in lecturing on Practical 
and Exegetical Theology as a member of 
the faculty of Concordia Theological Semi- 
nary, St. Louis. This book is the outgrowth 
of these years of fruitful study and exposi- 
tion. Any minister or Bible teacher will prof- 
it by having this book in his library for use. 
--W. Franklin Harkey 


SIGNS IN THE STORM, A Hungarian Chris- 
tian’s Account of His Rescue by God from a 
Communist Prison. Joseph Nemes, Abingdon 
221-p. $3.00 

The author tells us: “‘In this book I have 
a message-for both believers and unbeliev- 
ers. It is a simple message, but everything 
that is in it is concerned with human life.’® 

Here we have the story, in 6-chapters, 
of a man of our times - an ordinary person, 
a Hungarian, and Christian, caught in the 
inexorable meshes of the Communist ma- 
chine of terror and death. With honesty -- 
and. without bitterness, the author relates 
the incredible suffering he endured at the 
hands of the atheist captors, and his almost 
miraculous escape. 

The 6-page ‘‘Author’s Note’? prepares 
the reader for understanding of the whole 
tragedy, and the 2%-page Preface by the — 
author, prepares the reader for the story 
that follows. } 

Here is REQUIRED READING, if we want 
facts about the Communist-Hungarian strug: © 


gle. } 
} 


FINDING GOD In The 
Redemptive Fellowship 

This 32-page handbook, by D. Elton True- 
blood, and published by The Upper Room, 
paper cover, single copies, 15¢; 8 copies, 
$1.00, order direct from — 


The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Avenue 
Nashville 5, Tennessee 


is timely for Lenten and post-Lenten use, 
particularly in groups of Teenagers, Adults, 
and ‘‘Teachér-Training Classes” where --- 
Family life and cooperation should be emph 
sized, 

SELECTED LETTERS of John Wesle 
edited by Frederick C. Gill. Philosophical. 
243-p. $4.75 


The power and influence of John Wesley 
does not die. What he did, what he thought 
and his manner of life continue to appeal. 
The present volume of Wesley’s letters 
presents an intimate picture of his life an 
the passion of evangelism which he pos- 
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‘sessed. These letters were weitten to mem- 
bers of the family and others and they cov- 
er many topics. There are also many letters 
ithat have been discovered in recent years. 
‘The admirers of Wesley will cherish this 
volume, and indeed those who are not well 
acquainted with the great preacher of Meth- 
odism will find here food for thought. 
--W. Franklin Harkey 


DANGEROUS FATHERS, 
PROBLEM MOTHERS, and 
TERRIBLE TEENS 


By Carlyle Marney, Abingdon. 128-p. $2.00 


Overall contents of this unusual volume 
are listed as-- 


Any Man’s Family 
Dangerous Fathers 
Mothers and Sons 
The Terrible Teens 
Listed under the first heading are ‘‘Char- 
acter’s the Thing,’’ ““Time is the Enemy,”’ 
‘‘Self-Discipline Is an Obligation,” ‘What 
They Can Afford to Want,’’ “‘Inconsequen- 
tial Gods,’’ ‘‘Everybody’s Doing It,’’ “‘A 
Family Inventory,’? ‘They Shall Be One 
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Flesh.’? This gives you an over-all idea - 
of the coverage of the detailed problems - 
listed and discussed in the volume, and 
indicates the author’s understanding of 
problems of the average family unit. You 
will profit by reading and study of this book, 
not only in your own personal life, but in 
pastoral counselling. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S DAILY GUIDE 
William S, Deal. Baker. 100-p. $1.00 

This small book, neatly gotten up, is just 
what the title suggests, The Christian’s- 
Daily Guide. The author has selected a text 
for each day in the year. The book is divided 
into monthly periods. The brief comments on 
the tests are apt. The book can be used in 
daily devotions, in the home, or on the way - 
to work. It would make a suitable gift for 
any one. W. Franklin Harkey 
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LUTHER’S WORKS 


LUTHER ON ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL 

Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan, trans- 
lated by Martin H. Bartram. Here 
One can understand the power his 
hearers found in Luther’s preaching, 
because here one can see the power 
Luther found in the Scriptures. 
Vol. 22. $6.00 


CAREER OF THE REFORMER 

Edited by Harold J. Grinlm. Mile- 
stones on young Luther’s road to 
reformation—Luther gives the facts 
on which his actions in his forma- 
tive years were based. Vol. 31.$5.00 


Also available: 
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